
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inauguration of Creation of Additional Capacity 
of  

1 MLD ZLD System and 
 Launch of Zero Waste Discharge Concept  

    
 

by 
Shri Nitin Gadkari  

Honourable Minister for Road Transport & 
Highways and the Minister of Micro, Small 

and Medium Enterprises, Government of India 



The leather industry witnessed one of the 
landmark events on 16th February 2021, 
wherein the leather industry progressed in 
the facet of environmental sustainability - 
“Creation of additional capacity of 1 MLD 
ZLD System” at the RANITEC CETP at a 
cost of Rs.17.73 crores with 50% Grant 
from ASIDE and TIES of the Govt. of 
India. The event was organized by CSIR-

Central Leather Research Institute (CSIR-CLRI) in association with Council for 
Leather Exports (CLE). The CETP was 
inaugurated by Shri Nitin Gadkari, 
Honourable Union Minister for MSME and 
Road Transport and Highways. Honourable 
Minister visited CSIR-CLRI on 16th February 
2021 for this grand inauguration. He visited 
the Dissemination Centre and witnessed the 
showcasing of the core activities of CSIR-CLRI 
including technologies and skill development activities. Honourable Minister also 
engaged in tree plantation activity, thus emphasizing the importance of green 
environment.  The grand inauguration of the CETP was held at the Triple Helix 
Auditorium of CSIR-CLRI.  

 

The inauguration ceremony commenced with the 
welcome address by Dr. K.J. Sreeram, Director, 
CSIR-CLRI. He extended a hearty welcome to 
Honourable Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari. He 
mentioned that, currently we are celebrating the 
75th year of the Department of Leather 
Technology, which symbolizes the unique 
partnership between a national research 
Laboratory and a State Educational University. 

This partnership has not only led to the development of best technologies for the 
leather and allied sectors but also contributed to nurturing of manpower for the 
sector with an employment generation of about 4.4 million people. The leather sector 
is predominantly a MSME sector and this partnership has been significant in 
nurturing globally best technologies for environmental management. He cherished 
the stalwarts behind the success of Zero Liquid Discharge concept in India – Padma 
Bhushan Dr. T. Ramasami, Former Secretary, Department of Science and 
Technology, Government of India and Former, Director, CSIR-CLRI and Shri. M. 
Mohamed Hashim, Chairman – KH Group. Dr. K. J. Sreeram also acknowledged 



Dr. G. Thyagarajan, Former Director, CSIR-CLRI for his efforts towards 
modernization of tanneries and also acknowledged Dr. B. Chandrasekaran, Former 
Director, CSIR-CLRI for leading the upgradation efforts. He once again welcomed 
the Honourable Minister and requested his guidance towards enhancing the efforts 
of CSIR-CLRI and the leather fraternity in making the leather industry sustainable 
and for strengthening the Leather Industry-Research-Government partnership. 

 

In the inauguration, Shri. K.R. Vijayan, 
President – Indian Finished Leather 
Manufacturers and Exporters Association 
(IFLMEA), felicitated Honourable Minister 
Shri Nitin Gadkari with a floral bouquet.  

 

 

 

 

Shri. Habib Hussain, Chairman, Research 
Counsel CSIR-CLRI, felicitated the 
Honourable Minister with Anga Vastram.  

 

 

 

 

A video was played on Ranitec elucidating about 
its operations and its impact on the leather 
industry in the societal and environmental front.  

 

 



Shri P R Aqeel Ahmed, Chairman – CLE, 
started his address by explaining about the 
significance of the leather industry in the 
Indian economy and thanked the Honourable 
Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari for supporting the 
leather industry wholeheartedly whenever in 
need. He also explained about how India was 
able to maintain itself as one of the least 
affected countries during the pandemic. He 

extended his heartfelt thanks to Shri Narendra Modi, Honourable Prime Minister 
of India for the proactive measures taken during the crisis. He expressed that 
effective implementation of the “Make in India” and “Aatma Nirbhar Bharat” 
schemes will result in around 11.5% growth of the Indian economy in the next few 
months which is the highest recorded growth projection among the developing 
economies around the world. The tanning industry is the backbone of the leather 
industry including that of products. There are 1632 tanneries across India. The 
current RANITEC Common Effluent Treatment Plant (CETP) is one of the most 
significant initiatives to curb environmental pollution and there are 13 such 
CETPs in Tamil Nadu. The leather industry functions on the concept of “Waste 
from Wealth” since the industry is based on hides and skins as raw materials, 
which are the by-products of the meat industry. The exports of leather and leather 
products touched USD 5 billion during 2019-20. Today, the India leather industry 
provides employment to thousands of members from the economically weaker 
sections of the society with 85% women employment. We are going one step ahead 
from Zero Liquid Discharge to recycling the salt waste from the CETP for 
manufacture of fertilizers. Shri Aqeel Ahmed also conveyed that the doyens who 
were instrumental in bringing out the concept of Zero Liquid Discharge were                   
Dr. T. Ramasami and Shri. M. Mohamed Hashim. Tamil Nadu is the only state in 
the country to adopt the Zero Liquid Discharge system according to the norms of 
the Pollution Control Board. The 13 CETPs in Tamil Nadu are connected to 678 
tanneries for treatment of 16.97 MLD discharge. The CETPs are functioning with 
the support of Government of India and the State Government. The year 2019-20 
witnessed the export of finished leather worth Rs.3760 Crores and the tanning 
industry contributed to indirect exports in the products segment worth Rs. 32,000 
Crores. Shri. Aqeel Ahmed thanked the Chairman – RANITEC and the Secretary, 
AISHTMA who have made the functioning of the RANITEC CETP possible. He 
extended his gratitude to Shri. Mohamed Hashim and Shri. Rafeeque Ahmed for 
being the pillars of support throughout the growth trajectory of the industry.  



 

Following the address by Shri P R Aqeel 
Ahmed, the virtual inauguration of the               
1 MLD Zero Liquid Discharge facility of 
Ranitec was done by Honourable Minister Shri 
Nitin Gadkari.  

 

 

Honourable Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari 
addressed the gathering and appreciated the 
role of CSIR-CLRI and CLE in strengthening 
the leather industry in terms of sustainability 
and economy. The Minister urged the 
institutions to encourage the leather industry 
clusters in other parts of the country also to 
adopt such eco-friendly practices so as to 
reduce the environmental pollutants 

generated by the leather sector. He threw light on the role of leather sector in the 
domestic market and how it serves as an employment provider for the women of 
the country. He briefed about the inception of research and industry togetherness 
and its role in the Aatma Nirbhar Bharat. To achieve the goal of Aatma Nirbhar 
Bharat, it is important to create more employment opportunities. The minister 
urged the leather industry to contribute to achieve this goal. He also urged the 
industry to create more auxiliary industries in rural areas to encourage young 
entrepreneurs and create more jobs to reverse the trend of rural population 
migrating to cities. 

He accentuated on the establishment of a research park for design and 
development of the MSMEs, which would in turn lead to a better future for the 
leather industry. He emphasized on the transformation of knowledge into wealth 
and sustainable products in terms of design and packaging materials. He 
mentioned about the role of lithium ions, aluminium ions and hydrogen fuels 
which could be used as alternatives for the conventional fuels in the near future. 
He focused on the role of industry in terms of ethics, economy, ecology and 
environment for the holistic development of the society and the country. He talked 
about the production of Bio CNG and Bio paints from the biodegradable resources 
for sustainable development of the environment and gave useful leads to the 
industry for deploying a better approach towards achieving environmental 
sustainability. He stated about the role of research in the minimization of air and 
environmental pollution from the industry waste, which is responsible for the high 



pollution load. He emphasized on the establishment of a world hub for the 
automobile industry which could be a productive approach in terms of cost 
minimization and reduction in the time of the travel. 

 

 

Shri. P.R.Aqeel Ahmed, Chairman CLE 
felicitated Honourable Minister Shri. Nitin 
Gadkari with memento.  

 

 
 

Then, Honourable 
Minister Shri. Nitin 
Gadkari, felicitated 
Shri. Mohamed Hashim 
and Dr. T Ramasami 
with mementoes for 
their valuable 
contribution to the 
industry and research 
respectively.  

 

Finally, Shri. Ramesh Prasad, Chairman, 
RANITEC delivered the vote of thanks. He 
thanked Honourable Minister, Shri Nitin 
Gadkari for his graceful presence and for sharing 
his valuable thoughts. He acknowledged the 
Government of India for the financial support and 
CSIR-CLRI for the technical support. He thanked 
all the eminent members for their valuable 
presence.    


